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“Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO + DIRECTOR, FBI | DATE 6/20/58 
FROM » ATLANTA/( 44-0) 
SUBJECT:” UNSUBS (O4fic¥als University of Mississippi) A” 6 a 
. CLENNON KING -‘Victim - fief” 
hi a CR 
ie A 
Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are three copies of a i 4 
\ news item appearing in The Atlanta Constitution, Friday, Nenad! 
\ 6/20/58. Also two copies of the article are being > re 
. enclosed for the information of the New Orleans Office. KL 
_ These are Peing submitted for informational purposes | ‘ 
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THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION 
Atlanta, Georgia 

6/20/58 

Editor: RALPH MeGTLL 


mA htaan Pos 


. Ways f they, do not; withdraw: the 
{warrants against me,’ and the state 


| 


‘Negro-Flees 


Foe jae 8 
Mississippi. 
For Safety’ 
| ‘Cleinon 1 Kinig, Negro educator- 
\ininister, left: Mississippi Thurs- 


tday “for my. dwn safety” and de- 
manded. an ' apology ‘from that | 


state .for holding him i ina mental | 
institution. a ae oS 
- King, 37, twho was’ barred June 
5' from’. ehitering the’ all-white 
University of Mississippi, declared 
here, : “‘T have been treated , very 
| badly. « I hope » to go. back to 
| Mississippi: but:I will’ not: “Bo: ‘back 
Lif Tfeel’ that! Tam really unwel- 
‘come. nt i 
He stopped fin Atlanta’ ona “flight. 
ito his father’s home in Albany, 
iGa., from Jackson, Miss. He _ar- 
rived’ coatless ‘and without: bag- 


gage ‘on ‘the! trip: arranged less 
‘than 24 hours after Mississippi: of) 
ficials declared him sane. | 

“I am not interested in hitting 
back -at them, * King said. “But 
I do- ‘think: I will, hit “back win. this 


does not make some statement of 
regret and reimburse ‘ “all: the :ex-" 
penses, _I ‘think I ‘should - Protest 
in some way. °- 

“If there lis no apology I. will. 
sue the state: of, Mississippi for 
acting-as they. ‘have ‘acted... 

King said he would” be -willing 
to return either to sue, or to’ ‘face 
trial on charges of. disturbing ' the 
peace: sat Oxford,- Miss., site’ of the 
university... - 

He said the trip.to Albany could 
be: called ‘a “flight?! “hecatise “I 
e. my: fears’ 


Re: UNSUBS; (MISSISSIPPI STATE OFFICIALS) 


CLENNON KING - “y TCTIM 
Atlanta File 4-0 
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Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT: 


TO : DATE: 


" Director, FBI 6/25/58 
$ 
ROM SAC, New Orleans (44-0) _ | ph 
SUBJECT: UNSUBS (Officials University of Mississippi) /Y as o 
CLENNON G - VICTIM i. 
CR 7” | | | ~ 
Re Atlanta letter to Bureau 6/20/58. 
Since Oxford, Mississippi, the location of the 
University of Mississippi, is situated within the 
Memphis Field Division, New Orleans copies of 
2, referenced letter together with enclosures are en 
FN A forwarded herewith to Memphis. Me BS es, 
me Ge 
ZI 2 - Bureau a et 
1 - Atlanta (Info) mi = i 
2 - Memphis (Encls. 4) CO os: 
PGT: ez _ ~ 
(5) ow 
= =) 
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FBI 


Date: 7/11/58 


Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT 
(Type in plain text or code) 
Vio__AIR TED ev, St 
: . (Priority or Method of Mailing) { 

~ oe Loo 

TO: Director, FBI 

FROM: BAC, New Orleans (44-0) 

RE: UNSUBS fficials. University of Mississippi) 
bi Vy CLENNONCKING - VICTIM ‘ 

CR . 


# 


Re Atlanta letter to Bureau 6/20/58, 


Attention of the Bureau and Memphis is called to an Asso- 
ciated Press dispatch appearing in the 7/11/58 issue of the Jackson 
Clarion-Ledger, Jackson, Miss, The article is date-lined Gulfport, 
Miss.,. and quotes CLENNON KING as stating he will run the risk of 
arrest in order to recover personal articles left behind when he 
tried to enroll at the University of Mississippi. The item states 
KING disclosed his plans in a telegram to be sent 7/11/58 to 
University Chancellor J. D, WILLIAMS with copies to President 
EISENHOWER, FBI Director J, EDGAR HOOVER, and Mississippi Senators 
EASTLAND and STENNIS, KING is. reported to be stating in the tele- 
grams that he will return to Oxford, Miss., 7/18/58 despite warrant; 
outstanding there on "false framed-up charges" and "these blackmail ; 
warrants." He reported stated in the telegram that the warrants ot 
“should be either served or withdrawn, AS long as these warrants bes 
exist I am not free." a Pred 
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Foregoing furnished for information. No action contém- 
plated this division, 
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King Back Home; 
Wont Try Agam 

ont iry Again 

GULFPORT; Miss. (AP) —The,his post as pastor of the African 
Rev. Clenwon King is back at his)Methodist Episcopal church in 
Gulfport“teme Bit he said today) on Guifport 
he isn’t going to try again to en- nom uPOrh. . : 
roll in the all-white University of] King tried to enroll in the Uni- 
Mississippi. His main concern at|Versity of Mississippi June 5. He 
the present is staying out of jail. |was taken off the campus by 

The 37-year-old Negro, who left/plain-clothes highway patrolmen 
Mississippi in a. rush some twolafter, officials said, he created a 
weeks ago because he said he feltidisturbance. 
he wasn’t wanted, said in an in-| He was first held in the high- 
terview he was worried about the|way patrol headquarters in Jack: 
charges of disturbing the peaceison and later moved to the state 
and resisting arrest which are!mental - institution at Whitfield, 
still pending against him in La-jwhere he was given sanity tests. 
fayette County. Results of the tests were not 

The charges were filed after{revealed. But it is against the law 
King attempted to enter Ole Miss./te release an insane person. ; 

But apparently he has nothing] King said he didn’t want to talk 
to worry about as long as helabout a Gulfpert businessman’s 
stays out of Lafayette County.Joffer to -contribute $1,000 to re- 
Bramblett Roberts, Lafayettejturn King to Africa if he wants! 
County attorney, indicated no. at-jto go. ~~ - - 
tempt would be made to have ‘NOT IDENTIFIED 
King picked up on the charges. | The businessman, never identi- 

If he comes to this countylfied by name, made the offer aft- 
again, we have warrants against|er King said if he couldn’t regis- 
him and they will be executed,” Iter at Ole Miss, he wanted to be 
Roberts said. returned to Africa. 

SAYS JAIL THREATENED King said he had not heard di- 

King, former history professorjrectly from the man and he would 
at Alcorn A&M, said the ‘thead of|/not like to discuss the offer until 
an important state institution’’|he met him. 
had told him “I would go to jail] King had received national a 
for at least a year and would bejtention once before the tried t 
fined $1,000 on the charges if I|get into Ole Miss. While he was a 


returned.” professor at Alcorn A&M, he 
“I hope they won't put me inlwrote several newspaper articles 
jail,” he said. criticizing the National Assn., for 


King, who left the state by|the Advancement of Colaffed 
dlane, said he drove back to Gulf-|People. The articles touche?’ off a 
port, lez¥ing his wife and chil-|student protest that neayly shut 
dren#ith relatives in-Albany, Ga.|down the school. He was iater dis- 

He said he planned to resumelmissed from the school’s staff. . 
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Will Not Be. 


| Prosecuted” 


‘GULFPORT, Miss. | pp Ne! 
gro minister r_Clennon_k in wha 
returned to Mississippi - ecalise 
“1 don't have a job anywhere: 
ielst,” apparently won't face _pro- 
‘secution ‘in connection with his 
‘vain, attempt to enter’ the Univer-| 
‘sity -of, Mississippi as long as he} 
avoids | the school’s home. county.| 

King; charged. with ‘resisting -ar- 
irest and“disturbing the peace. at| 
Oxford, said he had -no plans to 
return to*the ‘campus town, ‘‘not 
yeven to: get some. clothes that I 
left up there.” .- | 

LaFayette County. attorney 
[Bramlett' Roberts, who filed the 
‘charges June 5, said he would not 
ask that King be .sent to’ ‘LaFay- 
ette County to face ‘the charges, 
which ‘could mean six months ‘im-| 
prisonment and a.$500. fine, _ : | 

King, left Jackson June- 19 ‘for! 
his parents’ home in Albany, Ga., 
24 -hours- after’ his, release fromi 
the state mental hospital at Whit: 
field where doctors: failed to back 
up_ state claims thathe was, in: 
sane. 

King said he was told on ‘his 
release that if he would leave the 
state. and’ not come back;: war- 
rants for his arrest would. be dis- 
missed. v 

He returned here Monday to re-|, 
sume his work as pastor’ of ‘the| 
African Methodist’ Episcopal ! 
Church because “L- don’t have’ a 
job anywhere _ else.” He - left - his) 
family. m Georgia until ~‘‘things 
are clearer on this end. aa 
“I'm sure the state-‘knows there 
is no more -validity . to “ these 
charges” ‘of my. . disturbing  thej 
peace and resisting ‘arrest ‘than; 
there were ‘to those of my being} 
insane,” (the 37-year-old preacher! 
‘told’ United Press International. 
“T° am ‘hoping they. will- leave; 
ime’ -alone, ”. King ‘said. - 


Robert said that .so long 95 | 
‘King sfAys away from Oxfor ei 
is’ saff from .the charges. hej 


’t give us trouble, we won't 
aive_ him_any.’* : a 


when 


59 Jules 1958 
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Kin ing. Won't ‘'B 
He Stays. Clea 


| GULFPORT Liss., (AP) — The 


Rev, Clennon™ King ioday pre- 
pared ane nS pastorate 
ere apparently safe from ‘state 
Prosecution as. long as jhe: stays 
‘outs of Lafayette County. 

The ‘37-year: old Negro whose 


tinsuccessful..attempt to enter the/' 


all-white. University of Mississippi 
resulted ‘in his hurried departure 
from the state by plane: drove 
back to north. Gulfport where he 
hasbeen pastor of the African 


Methodist Methodist Episcopal Church. versity, 


e Bothered. | If 
r Of Oxford — 


He left. his wife. and éhildren 
\with relatives in Albany, Ga.- 
The Lafayette Cotinty attorney, 
Bramblett Roberts, indicated yes- 
téerday no ‘attempt ‘would be made; 
to have King. picked up on, the 


still ' pending charges of disturb- () : 
ing the peace and resisting arrest. Vy 

“Tf he- ‘comes to this “county, or 
again,” , Roberts gaid, “we have 


warrants against .him and_ they 
will be executed:” 

The charges were’ filed -ailer, 
King attenipted, to eptes-8" uni- 


2 ———! 


RACIAL MATTERS 
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yh | | July 15, 1958 
f REC ln / BIBB — Hf | Be 
Reverend Clennon King 


_ 2022 33rd Street : 
Gulfport, Mississippi . of 
403 ’ Pp 


Dear Mr. King: 


Your letter of July 8, 1958, with enclosure, has been ; 
- received, .. . . 


The matter you reported does not come within the 
investigative jurisdiction of the FBI; therefore, I cannot be of any 
assistance to you. 


Sincerely yours, 


2a 
= 73 . 
. 2 AS ” Je Edgar. Hooves, & 
wi cea a? S ; oy 7 
5 2 “Te * TiMAILED. 2 “eo i 
< al John Edgar Hoover 3 USS | 
~ — f . Ficd 
2c 3 UE, ig 6§ 1958 Director os ae 
= Me > COMM-FBI Ce Se 
< on ato = zs a? img my | 
S aa mo x a ah | 
“2 1. - New Orleans - Enclosures (2) = is : 
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2, . oe 
“7, Memphis - Enclosures (2) R v2 od 
% ZO Yo N e224 | 


NOTE” 7 Mirek ing, a Ne on June. 5, 1958, attempted to enroll at the 

University « ce, a ero ORtdndtl! IMiiSsissippi, creating wide-spread 
publicity He was arrested at the University and taken to a state mental 
hospital where he was:held juntilJuné'8;, 1958; , jue faces charges’: of disturbing 


‘we 


Le the peace and resisting drre&st,. and’ officials have Stated these, ree will be 
roped 


vals ae 34 aK ae ‘ann A pe Brien i? 15 we Pat 3 (Be | 


B: post 
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‘ : 
N.C. Sullivan _ 


> 


2022 33rd Street 
Gulfport, Mississippi 
July 8, 195 58 


! . Trotter 
| Mr. W.C.Sulli} 
1 Tele. Room. 
Mr. Holloman: 
i Miss Gandy. 


Mr J Edgar Hoover . Vi 
Director _ ‘ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ae 


Washington, DC 


( 
Honorable Sir: 


The enclosed is a copy of a telegram scheduled to be 
sent to Chancellor Williams of the University of Mississippi 
on July ll. 


The substance of this message is that the warrants 
which the University, through its agents, has for my arrest . 
‘should be either served or withdrawn, They have been secured 
* because I sought to be admitted to the University of Mississippi, 
and not because I have resisted arrest or disturbed the peace 
on its campus... 


In the event you are inclined to go out of your way to use 7 
your influence to aid in their withdrawal, TI will be thankful. Zé Yl 
But my major interest in writing to you is that, if the warrants 

re-served I implore you to use your important office to help 
nsure a cessation of any further miscarriages of justice jn 
shis unfortunate case, ( 


7 
or 


q 


o 
{ 


. Host ge que truly yours, 


Clennon King 318 JUL 22 1958 


- ; LE 1 
Or Do ait te’ Taal " owed ydet. a + ; 


$ mr LOT ES aa 


2 oe aan | 7 a , f 
- Loe, 7 AS ——S 
a) yw 2 TU ba Sot x King caused wide-spread publicity by attempting 
, 45% Renta, to enroll in the University of Mississippi recently. 
; Peon _y ~— |_:~. Because of his questionable actions at the time he 
; wah - submitted his application, he was arrested by the 
NW: 157R0 gh: 70099689 Page : | State Police, placed in a mental institution and 
Q Do | subsequently released. ae 


Se ee SS 


L a ' : PRIDAY, JULY 11, 1958 
for GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI 
TELEGRAM TOs 
ne Dr J D Williams 

~ Chancelbr 
University of Mississippi 

Oxford, Mississippi 


As long as the University of Mississippi, through its agents, 
has warrants for my arrest, I am not free. I have returned to ; 
Mississippi because of this. . 

I have not returned to Mississippi because I have wanted 
to return, 

These warrants give you a mortgage on my freedom, and you 
may foreclose at will, I hope your agent does not use them, but 
this is not enough, I cannot rest content as long as I am not 
really free, 

If I decide to leave America and make my home another country, 

I cannot do this as long as these warrants exist. These warrants 

mean that I gan be arrested anywhere, anytime, My arrest can be made ~~ 
outside Mississippi as easily as inside Mississippi, This anxiety is | 
worse than being out of prison on parole because this is legal 
intimidation, 

That the warrants are groundless, and that everyone who does 
not know this suspects it, is poor consolation, IF HONESTY AND 
INTEGRITY WERE ISSUES, THE WARRANTS FOR MY ARREST FOR SEEKING 
ADMISSTON TO THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI WOULD BE WRITTEN AS SUCH 
AND NOT HIDDEN BEHIND THE FALSE FRAMED~UP CHARGES of my having 
“resisted arrest” at the University or "disturbed the peace" at the 
University. I am no more guilty of these things than I was of being 
"insane", But there is no doubt in my mind that you can arbitrarily 
secure a conviction on all these, or any other, charges you may a 
invent. Any criminal appeals made to Federal Courts mean little | 
Wa#GA4A reversals are simply remanded to the original local courts, 

These blackmail, warrants should be either served or withdrawn. rf 
For a great university of learning to employ such despicable means, 
to intimidate American citizens rightly seeking a higher education, | 
is pathetic. b 

I nave made clear, ever since the evening of the sad day I cs 
sought admission, I HAVE NO MORE EDUCATIONAL INTEREST IN THE UNIVERSITY. 
I am quite sorry to say it, but my respect for the University of | 

| 


Mississippi is very weak. I would hardly ever want to study at the 
University no matter how different your policies may develop in the 
future, I do not seek the association of people who do not care for 
mine, Any interest I may have had in studying at the University 
has never exceeded your interest in having me there, I would never 
have gone to the lost expense of having”’sought to attend the University: 
in the first place had not you people at the University, and on the | 
Board, engaged in duplicity and given me the impression that you 
Were possibly sincere by. expressly and repeatedly informing me that 
my African background would not influence your position, Knowing 
who I was, you even sent me forms preparatory for Living in the 
University dormitories when,] never sought them, 

From the outset I w&de it sufficiently clear that I would 
never seek to force myself upon the University, I do not even seek 
to force myself upon America. If America has no genuine design 
for the utmost in Negro advancement, I prefer to live in a nation 

oes have forgotten the full significance of the 


NW: 1572 A Delt RRR adr eT our group came to inhabit this land. I have not. — 
Hipn $3 BI2 —— ih 4 


_ ENCLOSURE ( eo # 


Hl 
l 
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, a" . 7 ale= 
oe ' ‘BY MATNTATNING WARRANTS FOR MY ARREST THE UNIVERSITY OF 
, MISSISSIPPI FORCES ITSELF UPON ME, It does not matter that what 
ean you are accus mors of having committed in the University 
Administration holly fabricated and without foundation, 
As long as these warrants exist, I am not free. . 

If the University of Mississippi, and the Sheriff who 
represents it, are ‘ashamed to serve these warrants, then, they 
should be withdrawn, If they are not served nor withdrawn I must : 
ultimately challenge them. I will not wait "two years" for a’ 
statute of limitation to wear them away. 

I assure you that I shall be acting reluctantly, but my 
freedom means no less to me than my safety. 

After having been arrested in the University Administration 
‘Building and my civil rights abused by disguised State Highway 
Patrolmen who bodily carted me off to Jackson, my suitcase was 
left behind at my lodging quarters. If your warrants will not be 
soon served or withdrawn, I shall go to the trouble of personally 
\returning to get my belongings on July 18, If the Sheriff still 
Tdoes not seek me out to do what you have alleged is proper, I - 
‘shall seek him out to find out why. 

~~ Qur highest state officials have exhibited themselves to ba 
such willing tools of capricious honesty that I am sending copies 
of this telegram to President Eisenhower, Mr J Edgar Hoover, 
and Mississippi's United States Senators, If they would like to 
learn my July 18 itinerary in detail I shall give it, This. is 
not done because I seriously believe it will actually insure my 
safety, but simply for the record, Should your cooperating Sheriff 
follow through on his threat to jail me "if I return" to ‘the 
University’s, environs, I fully expect to be convicted and the 
penalty to be heinously severe. I fully realize that it is 
merely the side you represent which is the real "law"; facts, 
your written statutes, and Christian principles may be arbitrarily 
ignored or twisted to suit your convenience, 


f 


CLENNON KING 


NW: 15720 Docld: 70099689 Page 12 


ee 


W. 


‘Negro Clennon King, who moved 
‘to Los Angeles’ after’ failing to en- 
roll at the. University of - Missis- 
‘sippi' says racial conditions -in 
‘California are worse than in this 
‘Deep South state, : 
In a letter to Mississippi news- 
jmen,. the former minister and ‘pro- 
\fessor says ‘he “moved his family 
ifrom Gulfport to'Los. Angeles ‘be- 
‘cause many Negroes considered -it 
ithe promised Jand.”- 
| “But what I have. found makes 
‘sorry, in a way, that I de- 

lib rately antagonized Mississip- 
\pii .as'I did, for: Negro Missis- 
i sipbians’ racial concerns are. more 
‘basic than school integration, ” 
King said.’ 

“The California - type contain. 


a King Learns. ‘His Lesson’ 4 
fter Moving Fam uily To California - 


ment of the Negro is: far more| 
ominous. than that of Mississippi 


because. it is ‘so much more effi- 
cient and professional, ‘and: ‘conse- 
quently. that much’ more to he 
hated,” he -said: 
. My brief. experience in Missis- 
sippi soundly taught me orie thing, 
that. ‘despite all : the hullabaloo, 
there is far more genuine bilateral 
concurrence there than the cur- 
rent racial . propaganda admits.’ 
King said Los Angeles has the 
highest per eapita rate of; major 
crime in the nation with ‘most of 
it committed by Negroes. But he 
said ‘‘unfavorable racial matters 
and . disliked ‘racial thinking are 
made hush - hush” in California 


—-J 


Z 


while “soiled reports from. the! 
South get. predominant, top bill- 
ing.” ° y 

. “My reserited observation is the 
hypocrisy;” he said. “How; for 
instance, the excessive crime fig. 
ures of ‘liberal and progressive’ 
California compare with those of; 
‘reactionary and backward’ Mis-; 
sissippi.’ 7 | 


‘ 


King triad unsuccessfully toe en-! 


i 


")roll at. the University’ of Missis- 


sippi last’.summer. Last. fall he 
fasted and prayed in hopes of r 
suading Negro ‘families to try: to 
enroll their children at -wHite 
schools ‘in Gulfport. , That so, 
failed, and he moved to CalifoSnia| 


. Riewd mash, 
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|soon afterward. 
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Sept. 8, 1959 
Jackson, HMtas. | 
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UNSUBS ‘(Officials of 

University of Mississippi) ; ;. 
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